AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No.: 10/509,746 



Attorney Docket No.: Q83748 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims wiU replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): A method for decontaminating necks of thermoplastic 

preforms before said performs are blow molded or stretch-blow molded for manufacturing 
containers, the method comprising: 

passing said preforms one after the other through an upstream chamber inside which 
preform necks move along a given path: 

spraying continuously a decontaminating liquid is sprayed oontinuousl y inside said 
chamber towardt ewafd s said pat h necks of said performs so as to wet inside and outsid e surfaces 
of the necks and in such that a manner a fog atmosphere of said decontaminating liquid is 
maintained inside said chambe r with said prefor m so that said necks being«« bathed in said fog 
of decontaminating liquid and with said preform necks having inside and outside surfaces which 
become wetted bv said decontammatine liquid, said foe of decontaminating liquid being caused 
to flow through said chamber , and 

passing then said necks of said preform necks p r e forms being w etted by said 
decontaminating liquid in front of ultraviolet lamps arranged downstream of said chamber so tiiat 
said preform necks become entirely irradiated inside and outside as to irradiate said necks for at 
least a minimum predetermined period of time. 

2. (canceled). 
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3 . (previously presented): The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
decontaminating product is hydrogen peroxide H2O2. 

4. (currently amended): A rA decontaminating installation for the decontamination 
of necks of thermoplastic preforms mtended for being blow molded or stretch-blow molded for 
manufacturing containers w hil e th e y or e moving one after the other to a loading d e vice , the 
installation comprising: 

a decontamination installation structurally and functionally coim e oted to a preform f ee d e r 
installation including a means for moving the preforms one aft e r the oth e r, said decontamination 
installation comprising vdtraviolet lamps arranged so that the ultraviol e t radiation completely 
irradiates n e cks of the moving pr e forms 

a preform feeder device which is adapted for moving said preforms one after the other 
with necks thereof moving along a given patch. 

wherein said preforms are mad e of thermoplastic configured to produce containers by 
blow molding or stretch blow molding, 

wherein th o docontamination installation also includ e s, upstr e am of th e ultraviolet lamps, 
a chamb e r traversed by said preform movement means of the f e eder installation and in which 
spray means are arrange dp rovid e d inside said chamber and directed substantially in the direction 
of said path for spraying a decontaminating liqui dp roduct continuously towar d said path and in 
such a wav that a fog atmosphere of said decontaminating liquid is maintained inside said 
chamber, wit h necks of said prefor mp reforms necks havin g so as to wet inside and outside 
surfaces which become wetted bv said decontaminating liqui d of said n e cks and so as to maintain 
a fog of the decontaminating product inside said chamb e r^ 
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wherein suction means are connected to said chamber and are arranged so as to cause 
said fog of said decontamination liquid to flow throusfa said chamber. 

wherein an ultraviolet lamp unit is arranged downstream of said chamber so that 
ultraviolet radiation entirely irradiates said wetted preform necks inside and outside, and 

wherein said ultraviolet lamp unit has such a length and said preform feeder device is 
adapted for moving said preforms one after the other with such a speed that said moving wetted 
preform necks become entirely irradiated inside and outside for a least a minimum 
predetermined period of time . 

5 . (currently amended): The installation as claimed in claim 4, wherein the spray 
means comprise at least two spray nozzles arranged inside said chamber on either side of said 
path and above said path, said two sprav nozzles being respectively directed substa ntially in the 
direction of said path o ne on either sid e of tho pr e form movement means and above thes e , with 
their r e spective ax e s substantially aimed in the dir e ction of th e n e cks of the moving pr e forms . 

6. (canceled). 

7. (currently amended): The installation as claimed in claim 4, wherein said preform 
feeder device i nside the chambe r include s, tho preform movomont moans oro surmounted, above 
the necks of th e pr e forms, by a rod which has a relatively smalle f^ transverse dimension relative 
to the neck diamete r smdler than a diameter of the n e cks, and which extends along and above 
said path so as to be above said preform necks, whereby saidfe is rod forming a member that 
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prevents saidfee preforms being lifted up but allows aooess bv th esaid fog of decontaminating 
product to access thea a inside wallsw aH of th e preform necks of th e preforms . 



8. (currently amended): The installation as claimed in claim 4, wherein saidfee 
preform feede rm ov e ment m e an s device oompris e comprises an inclined slide guide extending 
through said chamber an d slid e wav down which feesaid preforms slide by gravity one after the 
othe r and in that this slid e way pass e s through th e chamber . 



9.-16. (canceled). 
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